Ackworth Community Church – a brief summary.
Ackworth Community Church began on October 13th 1991, when 12 people started meeting in the community centre on Bell Lane. It was a church plant from Hemsworth Christian Fellowship. It has always had a focus on mission and we have spent many thousands of hours reaching out into the community, in numerous different ways. After an initial growth, the numbers in the congregation reached around 25 people and it stayed around that number for many years, with people joining and others departing for other parts of the country. Over the years it would be fair to say that hundreds of people have been part of Ackworth Community Church, just not all at the same time.
Pre Lockdown the church had some considerable momentum, with new people joining and the numbers of adults approaching 50. However, when lockdown started, services had to go online and we could not resume meeting again for 18 months, due to restrictions placed on the numbers who could gather in the local community centre where we meet. When we resumed we have found that a third or more of the congregation had either moved on to other churches, were concerned about meeting together due to health concerns or had simply got out of the habit of meeting together. Also, many of the youth and children that had made up our Messy Church and youth group had grown up and moved on. However, the folks who remain are committed and hard working. There has always been a culture of the church folks doing what they can to help out.
We have continued, post lockdown, to run our toddler group, which runs on Wednesdays, staffed by volunteers from the church. Ever since it started twenty years ago, it has always been full and we have 29 Ackworth families joining us on Wednesdays. This has given us contacts with hundreds of young families through the years and we have sought to utilise these contacts running family fun days, Who let the dads out, Messy Church, Alpha courses, Youth groups and the like.
We continue to meet in the council run Parish Rooms on Sunday mornings, which at capacity could seat around 70 people. We did start to explore the possibility of finding our own building pre-lockdown but without success. 
Ackworth is a large and growing village (population approx 8000). Whilst it was part of the mining communities, having its own coal mine at one point, it is mainly now a commuter village, being a popular base for people working in Leeds, Sheffield, Wakefield, Doncaster and Pontefract and has a couple of bid new estates populated by mainly young families. It has three good primary schools, a school for children with special needs and a Quaker boarding school, which attracts children from all over the world. There are many thriving clubs and societies, including Ackworth Road Runners and Ackworth Cricket Club (which is where Geoffrey Boycott started playing).
